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RoboSoft CA structure 

You  
22 members 
up to now 
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Soft Robotics: a growing research 
field at international level 

 

Figure 2 Total number of papers by year with the words "soft robotics" in title, abstract or 

keywords 

Papers («soft robotics» in title, 

abstract or ketwords, source: Scopus)  

Papers («Soft Robotics» in Topics, source: ISI)  VOLUME 1, 
NUMBER 1, 
MARCH 2014 

 Special issue on "Soft Robotics" of Advanced 
Robotics 26(7), 2012  

 Special issue on "Soft Robotics" of Actuators 

 
Let’s keep the 

trend! 
 



Soft Robotics applications 

Marine 
applications 

Realistic 
simulators of 
body parts 

Biomedical applications:  
endoscopy, assistance to 
elderly and disabled people 

Manufacturing, 

Agriculture 

The initial challenge: 
can we build robots 
with soft materials? 

More to 
come! 



Soft Robotics: a growing research 
field at international level 

 RAS TC on Soft Robotics 
 Co-Chairs: Fumiya Iida, Cecilia Laschi, 

Akio Ishiguro, Robert Wood 

http://www.softrobotics.ethz.ch 

http://www.softrobotics.ethz.ch/


Objective ICT-2013.9.1 
Challenging current thinking 

Expected impact 

Please do not forget ;-) 



RoboSoft Working Groups (D2.2) 

Soft 
robotics 

Energy Harvesting and 
Stretchable Electronics, 
Coord. Jamie Paik, EPFL 

Dynamic! 
To change to better reflect 
scientific and technological 

progress and challenges 

Smart Materials, 
Soft Actuators 
and Soft Sensors,  
Coord. Barbara 
Mazzolai, IIT 

Control Architectures and Paradigms for Soft 
Robots, Coord. Helmut Hauser, Univ. of Zurich 

Biological Insights, Coord. Barry 
Trimmer, Tuft Univ., Boston 



What’s next? 



Working papers and book series 

End of September 2014 



Events: 3 Plenary Meetings 

March/April 2015 
@Livorno 



Events: 2 Summer Schools 

End of March 2015 



Plan for fertilization events (D2.3) 

Soft 
robotics 

Types of events: 
 special sessions 
 workshops 
 exhibitions on soft robotics  
 … 
            at other communities events or in their journals 

All RoboSoft community members, 
especially Working Group 

Coordinators, are welcome to 
propose and carry out fertilization 

events, with RoboSoft funds 



Stay tuned! 

www.robosoftca.eu 
RoboSoft Coordination 

Action on Facebook 



RoboSoft CA 
“A Coordination Action for Soft Robotics” 

 
First Community Plenary Meeting 

March 31 – April 1, 2014 
Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna, Pisa, Italy 

Thank you for coming! 

A Coordination Action for Soft Robotics  
FP7, THEME ICT-2013.9.1  “Challenging current Thinking”, FET-Open 


